“GO GREEN " - GET PAID

Tax Credit Available for Many Energy Efficient Home
Improvements
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KANSAS CITY, MO - ""Going green™ is not only great for the environment, but it also may
result in hundreds, or even thousands, of dollars in savings for taxpayers. H&R Block
(NYSE: HRB) points out several energy-related tax credits available for 2008 and more
that have been added for 2009.

Available for the 2008 tax year is a credit for residential energy efficient property (REEP)
that was purchased and used to provide energy to the taxpayer's home in 2008. The REEP
credit also includes the cost of installation. The following items are eligible:

-- Solar panels - 30 percent of cost, up to $2,000

-— Geothermal heat pumps and solar water heaters - 30 percent of cost, up
to $2,000

-— Small wind energy property - 30 percent of cost, up to $4,000

--  Fuel cells / Capacitors - $500 for each half-kilowatt of capacity

""Home improvements are seen by many as an investment in the future value of the home,"
said Gil Charney, tax analyst with The Tax Institute at H&R Block. ""However, by
including these energy efficient changes, taxpayers can see their investment pay off much
sooner.""

For taxpayers considering home improvement projects now, know that recent legislative
changes have extended, increased and expanded home energy credits for 2009 and beyond.

The REEP credit, listed above, has been extended through 2016 and, aside from fuel cell
property, no longer has a maximum amount that may be claimed.

The nonbusiness energy property credit is available for 2009 and 2010. The credit is for 30
percent of the cost of external windows and doors, insulation, roofing, HVAC, non-solar
water heaters and biomass stoves. The maximum lifetime credit is $1,500, and all products
must meet specific energy guidelines to qualify.



All non-business energy property credits must be used for a taxpayer's primary residence,
and items must be in service between Jan. 1, 2009 and Dec. 31, 2010.

More information on energy efficient tax savings
http://media.hrblock.com/media/GreenGraphic main.pdf
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